SECTION 1: Introduction to the TREDS Scenario Library Editor (TL01.doc)





Background.


The scenario library editor was created to support the development of TREDS compatible scenario’s and Training Support Packages (TSPs).  TREDS was developed, by PM-CATT USA STRICOM, to provide the training audience for the Close Combat Tactical Trainer, CCTT, with the capability of accessing and applying structured scenarios developed specifically for the CCTT training environment.  Originally, there was no recognized need for a scenario development environment outside of TREDS.  However, TREDS became popular in many of the US Army’s training development shops.  As a result, the scenario library editor and supporting documentation was developed to enable these shops to create application, or training environment specific scenario libraries.





Purpose.


The purpose of the TREDS Scenario Library Editor, is to enable training developers to create scenario libraries for application in TREDS as well as for application of  Microsoft Office based Training Support Packages outside of TREDS.  Not only does this editor and supporting documentation provide this capability, but it does so while making the training developer independent of the TREDS developer.  There is no portion of the TSP and scenario library which the Training Developer cannot create and maintain on their own.





Functionality.


The TREDS Scenario Library Editor was developed in Microsoft FoxPro Version 2.6 for Windows.  The editor enables the Training Developer to manage his training products at three levels.  The first level is the Scenario Library.  The Scenario Library is a FoxPro database table named “TREDSLIB.DBF”. Any number of libraries may be created and maintained using the editor.  The only restriction being that only one library may exist in any single directory.  The second level is the Scenario Record.  A Scenario Record represents a single record in a Scenario Library.  A scenario record is composed of standard database fields describing the demographics of the scenario as well as the Training Support Package (TSP) which consists of a number of Component Files which make up the TSP.  The third level is represented by the individual TSP Component Files.  Each TSP Component File is embedded in a Memo field in the Scenario Record.  A table named “TREDSDED.DBF” documents the structure of the and identifies the host application used to modify/maintain each Component File.  The entire TSP is maintained in the Microsoft Office environment.  Microsoft Office was selected as the base application for the TSP because of it’s wide application throughout todays Army.  The selection of Microsoft Office means the Training Developer, as well as the TREDS user, does not have to learn how to use any new software packages in the course of developing or applying a TSP.  Additionally, as Microsoft extends the capabilities of its Office products, the TSP automatically benefits and scales with the Office applications.
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